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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
: NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Reports, Forms 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General 
by every hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 

Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation at the earliest possible time following its receipt, 
figures are in general shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of the reported figures, their veri- 
fication is requested, and the fact that they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 

n S report admission rates are shown for all causes (disease and injury) combined, for all diseases combined, for injuries 
and for a few specific diseases. These rates are presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding rates in 
annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would 
occur over a year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 

The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communicable and certain other diseases of special interest. 
Appended is a list of cases reported for the rarer cormunicable and certain other diseases. 

The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week per thousand strength as given in this report furnishes an 
approximation to the current non-effective rate. The mean number of non-effectives per thousand strength is given in the summary 
table for the total United States and for each of the Service Commands. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBITITY RATES 
nclude the report is a table listing the stations (having a strength of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates 


from all causes, from all diseases combined, from injuries and from a few specific diseases. Not infrequently, the excessively high 
rates of admission for all causes and for all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number of venereal 
disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more significant of high morbidity from disease are the rates qf admission for 
disease excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are also shown in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 

urrent hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of bed capacity (normal and total), beds occupied and beds “available 
vacant." The number of beds "available vacant" is defined as 80% of the total bed capacity less the corresponding beds occupied. 
The number of beds "available vacant" for each Service Command is the total of the beds "available vacant" for only those stations in 
which 80% of the total bed capacity exceeds the beds occupied. Beds currently reported as “expansion beds" and beds in dispensaries, 
convalescent facilities, venereal disease facilities, and college or university training units are not included in this report. 

In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the number of Army patients admitted and disposed of during the 
week (by death, return to duty, transfer, or otherwise), the number of such patients remaining in hospital (including convalescent 
facilities,if any) at the end of the week, and corresponding data for battle casualties. Where the hospital has convalescent 
facilities, the letters (CF) appear after its name. The patients "otherwise" disposed of represent for the most part discharges on 
account of disability. In the case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently admitted to general hospitals in this 
country as transfers, there is shown for each hospital the net number transferred during the week; i.e., admissions by transfer less 
dispositions by transfer. The total for the country as a whole represents the number of battle casualties evacuated to the United 
States from overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 
reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind that admission rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. 
For this reason the symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. 
Where part or all of the current week's data for a particular station has not been received, the latest available figures are 
substituted therefor and the symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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WEEK ENDING l, DECEMBER 191,3 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


tT TDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AS A WHOLE 

As indicated in the chart on page 3 morbidity from colds, influenza etc. showed a phenomenal increase from an annual rate 
of about 230 per thousand during the week ending 27 November to over 500 per thousand during the week ending 4 December. This 
is the highest morbidity experienced from these causes since mid-January 1943, when colds, influenza, etc. were reported at & 
level of about 540 per year per thousand. The highest morbidity experienced from these causes in 1942 was that during the last 
two weeks of December 1942 when admissions from colds, influenza etc., were reported ata rate only slightly below 500 per year 
per thousand. The admission rate from colds, influenza etc., for the week ending 4 December was more than 50 percent higher 
than that for the corresponding week of 1942. 

The great increase in morbidity from colds, influenza, etc., reflects a widespread outbreak of a mild form of influenza, 
which is understood to have assumed even larger proportions since the week ending 4 December 1943. It is noteworthy however 
that morbidity from all forms of pneumonia has remained relatively low, being last reported at a figure some 30 percent 
lower than for the corresponding week of 1942. 

As a result of the influenza outbreak, the admission rates from all causes and from all diseases combined both increased 
very sharply to reach the highest points recorded during the past two years. The all causes rate (at nearly 1050 per year per 
thousand) was more than 25 percent above the corresponding week's rate in 1942, while the all diseases rate (of about 975 per 


year per thousand) was 30 percent higher than the corresponding week's rate last year. The admission rate from injury continued | 
low. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 

The largest increases in the admission rate fram colds, influenza etc., were reported from the Sixth, Seventh and Fifth 
Service Commands, which had shown the highest morbidity from these causes the previous week. The admission rate from colds, 
influenza etc., for the week ending 4 December 1943 was reported from the Sixth Service Command to be almost 1300 per year per 
thousand, while the Seventh and Fifth Service Commands reported rates of 1050 and nearly 900, respectively. The First, Second, 
and Third Service Commands all showed rates exceeding 600 per year per thousand. The lowest rates from these causes,exceeding 
200 per year per thousand, were reported from the Eighth and Ninth Service Commands, 

As a result of the extremely high morbidity from influenza, the admission rate from all causes reached 2000 per year 
per thousand in the Sixth Service Command and over 1650 per year per thousand in the Seventh Service Command. Only the Eighth 
and the Ninth Service Commands reported morbidity from all causes substantially below 1000 per year per thousand, 


H 
| 


CURRENT HOSPITALIZATION CONDITIONS 

The total bed capacity remained at about 355,000 for the third successive week. The number of beds occupied increased 
by 14,000 over the preceding week to more than 203,000 on 4 December 1943, while the number of “available vacant® beds de- 
creased to 84,000. There were 65 stations with a total bed capacity of nearly 44,000 which had no “available vacant" beds; 
included among them were 11 general hospitals with a bed capacity of over 20,000 beds. gk 

On 27 November 1943, there were 1909 cases of malaria remaining umer treatment, all but 25 of which were presumably 


acquired outside of the United States. The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining under treatment at the end of the week 
as 17,520. 
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Volume III - Report No. 49 LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


Week Ending 4 December 1943 RESTRICTED 
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POLIOMEYLITIS (2 TYPHOID FEVER (1 JAUNDICE (56 


COCCIDIOTDOMYCOSIS 


1-SCU 3707 Brooking, 
Se De 
l-cCloskey G. He, Texe 


TYPHUS FEVER (3) 
i-MacDili Fid., Fla. 


1-Crockett, Fle, Taxe 
1-Randolph.Fid., Tex, 


RESTRICTED 


2~Atlanta AAB, Ga. 
1-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
l-Gardiner G. H., Tl. 


HEMOLYTIC STREPTOCOCCUS 
edi (8) 


SBragg, Ft., N. C. 


1-Walter Reed, G. H.,y 
D. Ce 


1-Pueblo AAB, Colo, 
l~Adair,Cp., Oreg. 


UNDULANT FEVER (3) 


1-Campbell, Cpe, Ky. 
2-Sill, Ft., Okla. 


l-licPherson, Ft., Ga. 


PARATYPHOID FEVER (1 


Delayed Reports: 
Week ending 11/27 
l-Calif.-Ariz. Maneuver 
Area 


l1-Boston, H.D., Mass. 
1-Devens, Ft., Mass. 


1~Narragansett Bay, H.D 


Rele 
1-Monmouth,, Fte, N. Je 


‘3~Pine Cp., Ne Yo 


1-Eustis, Fte, Va. 
l-Lee, Cpe, Va. 
1-Story, Ft. & Cp., 
Pendleton, Va. 
1-Vint Hill Farm, Va. 
1-Walter Reed Ge He, 
D. C. 
3~Benning, Ft., Gae 
1-Coral Gables Sta. 
Hosp. # 1, Fla. 
l-Hunter Fld., Gae 
2-Jackson, Fte, S. Ce 
l-Keesler Fid., Miss. 
l1—Maxwell Fld., Ala. 
l-McCain, Cp., Miss. 
l1-McClellan, Ft., Ala. 
2-Stewart, Cp., Ga. 
l1-Tyndall, Fld., Fla. 
1-Wheeler, Cre, Gae 
l1-Atterbury, Cp., Ind, 
1-Benj. Harrison, Ft., 
3-Knox, Fte, Ky. 
1-Patterson Fld., Ohio 
l1-Romulus AAF, Mich. 
2-Robinson, Ft., Nebr. 
2-Bliss, Fte, Tex. 
1-EFllington Fld., Tex. 
1-Gruber, Cres Okla. 
l1-Hobbs, AAF, N. Mex. 
1-Livingston, Cp., La. 
l-Moore Fld., Tex. 
l1—Douglas, Ft., Ariz. 
1-Fairfield-Suisan, 
Calif. 
1—Gowen Fld., Idaho 
2-Haan, Cpe, Calif. 


1-Hammond Ge Hey Calif. 


1-Lewis, Fte, Wash. 
2-0rd, Ft., Calif. 
2-Marana AAF, Ariz. 


1-San Bernardino, Calif, 


1—Yuma AAF, Ariz. 


1-Pickett, Cp., Vae 
1-Valley Forge, G. He, 
Pa 


4-Gardner Fld., Calif. 
2-Haan, Cp., Calif. 
3-Lemoore AAF, Calif. 
l-Merced AAF, Calif. 
3—Minter Fld., Calif. 
6~Roberts, Cp., Calif, 
6—San Luis Obispo, Cp., 
Calif. 
2-Haan, Cpe, Calif, 


Delayed Reports: 
Weck ending 11/20 
38—Calif-Ariz. Maneuver 
Area 


Delayed Reports: 
Week ending 11/27 


2-Gardner Fld., Calif, 


Volume III - Report No. h9 CONFIDENTIAL 
SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT 


FOUR WEEK PERIOD ENDING 27 NOVEMBER 1943 


PRISONERS OF WAR 


During the four week period ending 27 November 1943 morbidity from all causes among prisoners of war 
was at the relatively low level of 575 admissions per year per thousand strength, or only about 80 percent 
of the current level for U. S. troops in the continental United States. The morbidity from all diseases 
combined during this period was only 480 per year per thousand strength which was less than 75 percent of 
that for U. 8. troops in this country. As compared with October the admission rates for all causes and 
for all diseases combined were about 10 percent higher, partially as a result of increased morbidity from 
respiratory diseases. The injury admission rate was the same for both months, and likewise was at about 
the same level as that for U. S. troops in the continental United States. 


The rates for all diseases combined and for injuries were both appreciably higher for German prisoners 
than for Italians; in fact, the injury rate for German prisoners was more than four times as large as that 
for Italians. 


The much lower morbidity from disease among prisoners of war as compared with U. S. troops in the 
continental United States reflects, in part, the fact that morbidity from respiratory diseases among 
prisoners was relatively light, the rate for November being only 70 per thousand strength. One reason for 
the low morbidity from respiratory causes among prisoners is that the camps are predominately located in the 
Southern states, 


In October prisoners of war had relatively high morbidity from diphtheria and jaundice (chiefly concen- 
trated among the German prisoners), but in November the rates of admission declined appreciably. Thus for 
diphtheria the morbidity rate was reduced by about two-thirds, while for jaundice by one-half. 


The ennual admission rate from malaria among prisoners of war (representing cases acquired outside of 
the United States) was 30 per thousand strength for November, or about the same as in October. These 
admission rates are high compared to the current level in this country, but are comparable with rates pre- 
vailing in malarious areas from which many of these prisoners were evacuated. Morbidity from malaria was 
at a somewhat higher rate for Italian prisoners than for German prisoners, the rates of admission being 41 
and 26 per thousand respectively. 


Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery continued at a rate of about 10 per thousand strength, or about 
the seme level as that for U. S. troops in the continental United States. All the other listed causes of 
admission showed relatively small numbers of cases. 


A number of cemps continued to show rather high admission rates in contrast with the many camps that 
were at a level of less than 500 per thousand strength. Analysis indicates that in some instances these 
arose in part from high injury rates or high respiratory disease rates, while in the other cases, an 
increase in the number of admissions followed an influx of new prisoners, 
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